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ABSTRACT

The pedestrian space of the street is one of the most important public places in
the city. Sidewalks are the paths that everyone ftravels, and the spaces in which
everyone comes together. By Whatever means they travel, everyone is ultimately a
pedestrian during their journey through the city.

Every year, ten-thousand Koreans are victimized by traffic accidents, and a half of
them are pedestrians. Seoul is at the center of the issue. Even the normal, healthy
Seoulites feel difficult and danger when they are walking not to mention handicapped,
elders, and children whao can hardly walk on the streets of Seoul.

This study aims at improving the pedestrian environment of Seaul, and thus making
Seoul a walkable, pedestrian-friendly city. This report, a first volume of two-year
study, reviews the problems in the pedestrian environment of Seoul's ordinary streets.
The second volume, which will be performed in 1996, broaden the scope from
pedestrian safety to continuity and amenity of pedestrian environment.

The contents of the study comprise of five major parts. The background,
objectives, and process of the study are introduced briefly in the first chapter.

The second chapter reviews the present conditions of pedestrian environment, and
defines the problems into five categories: 1) Sidewalk Condition, 2) Cars on Sidewalk,
3) Street Crossing, 4) Detouring, and 5) Waiting Public Transit.

The third chapter, a main body of the study, diagnoses 16 problems respectively,
and investigates codes, standards, and administration system from which, the author
thinks, main causes of the problems arise.

The fourth chapter synthesizes the diagnosis. The relations between problems and
causes are summarized into diagnostic matrix.

The last chapter proposes the street improvement guidelines for pedestrian safety.
Proposed guidelines are

1) Policies: Policy orientation should be converted from car-centered, traffic
flow-ariented to pedestrian-centered, safety-oriented.

2) Codes and Standards: Codes, Guidelines, Standards should be revised on the

basis of pedestrian safety, and design guidelines for street safety should be made
immediately.

3) Administration: The implementation of safe street must re-orient its administrative
structure toward a coordinated, well-staffed, and properly-budged one.
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