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Perception and Experience of Group—homes Residential
Environment by People with Mental Disorder*
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ABSTRACT : The purpose of this study is to establish basic data on improvement the residential
environment of the group-home and environmental conditions to be considered when supporting the
housing through perception and experience on the residential environment of people with mental
disorders. For this purpose, four group-home households were selected through snowball sampling and
eight people with mental disorders living there (four women and four men) were participating in this
research. Depth interviews were employed for data collection and then a subject analysis was applied
to the colleted data. The result of the analysis identified the following seven subjects: 1)the residential
environments that were better or worse than now 2)knowing what living like a decent human being
means 3)interests and needs for residential environments that I've learned as I've been living 4) boundary
and harmony between private and community lives 5)living together by leaning on each other 6)the
perspective toward the outside and perspective from the outside and 7)changes in my living and life.
The experience of living in a group-homes with a warm and lively atmosphere turned out to be
supportive of the ordinary daily lives and their preparations for the future. On the other hand, such
problems as narrow building areas and difficulties to secure interpersonal relationships and privacy were
also identified. These findings indicate that the group-homes residential environments should be
established as the places to help the recovery of the people with mental disorders and the preparations
for their future lives in communities. As its conclusion, this research also suggests several important
factors, such as the installation of facilities, detailed area standards, and outside environments, that
should be considered for providing group-homes and housing support for people with mental disorders.

KeyWords : People with Mental Disorders, Group-Homes, Residential Environment, Space
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