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Abstract

A Study on Strengthening the Social Network of Female Elderly
Household Living Alone in Seoul

Ik-Hyun Jang - Mi-Yang Jeon - Jin-Young Moon

Single household is on the increase in Seoul. It is reported that the one third
of household in Seoul is single household. Particularly, the population of
elderly living alone had increase rapidly in Seoul and this is expected to keep
increasing due to long life expectancy and low fertility rate. Social network for
elderly living alone is quite important. Social network provides instrumental
support, such as financial information or job information. In the meanwhile,
social network provides emotional support as a companion. Therefore, it is
important for elderly living alone to maintain the good quality of social network
for quality of life. This study is particularly focusing on female eldely household
living alone. Considering social environment in Korea about thirty or forty
years ago, female elderlies are unlikely to join formal labour market and their
life is concentrated on family. Thus, female elderly household living alone is
likely to suffer from the lack of social network. This study investigates five
hundreds of female elderly household living alone. The investigation mainly
focuses on social network that they have. In doing so, this study employs
ego-centric network analysis to identify the types and characteristics of social
network of each female elderly living alone.

As a result, this study identify three types of social network of female single

elderlies. The first is ‘extended network’, who are relatively young and rich with



short period of living alone. The second is ‘mid-size network’, who are older
than the first and longer period of living alone. The last one is ‘closed network’,
who are oldest and poor, and contact only to limited number of people.
Previous policy programs for elderly household treated them as welfare
recipient, but this study shows there are diversity among them, and argues
policy programs has to be more specific considering the difference between

them.
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