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Abstract

A Study of the Seoul Residential Environment Management
Projects for Sustainable Management of Low-Rise Residential Areas

Da-Mi Maeng - Nam-Jong Jang - Ce-Na Baik

Seoul Residential Environment Management Projects(REMPs) aim at
improving the low-rise residential areas occupied by detached and
multi-family houses. The main purpose of the projects was to establish
a sustainable neighborhood through housing renewals and to improve
the residential environments in tandem with the government’s
providing infrastructure and community facilities, and the
development of communities by the residents. As of December 2015,
the REMPs have been in progress in 63 areas since 2010, This research
suggests enhancement plans by monitoring the ongoing procedures
of the Seoul REMPs, which can play a key role in the sustainable
management of low-rise residential areas.

In 2015, Seoul government has already finished improving
infrastructure in 13 project areas. As a result, based on the needs of
residents, 10 community facilities have been built as mixed-use
buildings.

Planning for the project has also been completed in 22 other areas.
Of these, 19 areas have been maintaining community activities
operated by the residents. The Seoul government has also been
continuously reforming the regulations and policies in order to boost
the REMPs.

However, several issues persist in the regulations and operating
systems the REMPs. After the initial steps have been implemented by

the public sectors, consistent managements for the project areas have
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not been followed, as the projects are carried out in accordance with
Urban and Residential Environment Improvement Act. In particular,
housing renewal has been sluggish due to the lack of details of plans
and guidelines. Despite diverse physical settings and contexts among
project areas, duplicate plans and design have been applied, thus
making it less effective. The government has not taken into
consideration the fact that empowering inhabitants and vitalizing
communities generally takes longer than improving the built
environments, but focusing on organizing community groups.
Seoul REMPs are the only policy that can continuously manage
low-rise residential areas and housing stock. In order to differentiate
Seoul REMPs from other public-led projects and successfully manage
low-rise residential areas, it is crucial that the government re-establish
the objectives and goals of the Seoul REMPs. Detailed strategies to
enhance the REMPs are as follows : (1) modifying the home
mprovement system and stipulating guidelines of residential area
management in the Urban and Residential Environment Improvement
Act and Urban and Residential Environment Improvement Ordinance;
(2) categorizing REMPs into two types, Type 1(infrastructure
improvement) and Type 2(infrastructure provision), and applying each
according to the needs of project areas; (3) phasing in the project
objectives based on the residents needs and the context of each area
and diversifying the application plans.

In addition, the public sector should systematically involve the
residents into the process of the REMPs and provide education,
meeting spaces, and financial supports to them. Planning
professionals, including master planners or urban regeneration
activists, can play a crucial role for the integration required as per the

specific needs of each project area.
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