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Abstract

Restructuring the Seoul Basic Security Scheme Corresponding to
the National Basic Livelihood Security Reform

Kyung-Hye Kim - Dong-Yeol Jang

Seoul’s local social security scheme has subsidized low-income
citizens who are not qualified for the national basic livelihood security
program. This year, the national basic security program was reformed.
The qualifying criteria are differentiated by the type of benefits, and

the coverage of family support obligation is alleviated.

The purpose of this study is two folds. One is to estimate the impact
of the national basic livelihood security reform for Seoul citizens, and
the other is to suggest the alternatives for restructuring the Seoul

basic security scheme corresponding to the national reform.

It is estimated that a 30-percent of the previously unqualified low-
income households would be covered under the new national system,
and 38-percent of the Seoul basic security recipients would be
transferred to the national system as a result of the national basic

security qualification criteria change.

The study proposes Seoul’s corresponding reform to lowering the level
of its local qualifying standards in terms of family support obligation,
financial assets, and vehicle ownership among others. This change of
criteria is expected to increase the range of beneficiaries by 16
percent. It is also suggested that the amount of subsidy be calculated

on a sliding scale according to household income.
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