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(Abstract)






Installation and Management Plan of Media Facade
for Seoul City Considering the Urban Landscape

Seong-Chang Lee-Seung J Lee

The attention to media facade has expanded due to the characteristics of the times named
the information age and the increase in vaue of nightscape. In addition, the application of
media facade has increased according to the evolution of LED lighting and programming
technology. The media facade has many positive sides including the spatia advertisement of
the city as a landmark and as an urban culture provided to the public. Nevertheless, the recent
media facades in Seoul are treated only focusing on each building itself, therefore cause the
visua and light pollution, and lack the integrated approach on an urban landscape level.

This study aims to suggest the ingtalation and management plan of the media facade
which is rapidly increasing, to improve the heathy and pleasant living of the citizens and the
harmony with the urban landscape of Seoul. The contents are composed of the analysis of the
present condition of installation and management system, the investigation of the cases of
international cities, and the proposed management plan based on the survey.

During the spread of media facades in Seoul, each focused on emphasizing its
individuality with high brightness and splendor colors and therefore damaged the urban
landscape and caused the light pollution. As a result, the Seoul government began to establish
the management system for the media facade. In 2008 it started with the Seoul Nightscape
Masterplan and Design guideline, and successively in 2010 based on the plan it is operating
the review system enacting "Seoul Metropolitan Government Ordinance on Prevention of
Light Pollution and Control of Urban Lighting.; The subject of review is al the buildings
which media facades are installed, and the contents of the review include the shape of media
facade, contents, technology, and operation. Later it reveded the limitation as a loca
self-governmental regulation and raised the necessity of federal law. Accordingly, the Law for
Light Pollution by Artificial Lighting has been enacted in 2012 and will be enforced in 2013,
which brings the expectation since it includes the correction order and the penalty.

The analysis of installation and related system draws the following problems. In a related
regulation aspect, there is a confusion on the definite concept and scope for the media facade



and has a limitation on the management with prohibited and particular area of current
ordinance. In a review system aspect, there is a confusion on the review system due to the
uncertainty of applicable law and the disconnection with related review system. It dso lacks
the review system applicable to the smple installation or the ingdlation during the
remodeling of building. Regarding an installation condition, the media facade also contains the
light pollution and lowers the urban dignity due to the competitive and indiscreet usage.

The analysis of international cities including New York, Los Angeles, Paris, and Hong
Kong shows that these cities are also confronting the same challenges by the media facade.
These cities first, are strengthening the related regulations; second, are designating permitted
area ingtead of prohibited area; third, consider the context of each digtrict regarding the
permission and the standard; fourth, provides the guidelines for the installation and the review.

As the media facade in Seoul city is rapidly spreading out, the necessity of the systematic
and definite management plan is also increasing. The study finaly suggests the instalation
and management plan of media facade for Seoul considering the urban landscape.

1) Related regulations
@ Define the management subject based on the concept and characteristics of media facade

—The Media facade can be defined as a lighting form expressing the image such as
graphic, text, and picture as an urban culture utilizing the digital technology by the
methods of integrating the architecture and the lighting.

2 Manage the location through the designation of permitted area of media facade

—Designate the permitted area for the specidization of the urban landscape alowing the
activated ground of media facade. The study suggests the aternatives for the area

@ Prepare the improvement order and the penalty for the effectiveness of related regulaions
2) Review system
@ Clarify the confused review system

— Secure the ground for reviewing the media facade and clearly indicate the subject of
review system.

2 Improve the review process of media facade connecting with the permission and review
process of building

3) Installation guideline
@ Prepare the media facade master plan of Seoul
—The plan includes the permitted area of media facade and the fundamenta principles
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including the decrease of light pollution, improvement of urban landscape, and
technological standards.

2 Prepare the landscape plans for each permitted area

—The plan should be prepared considering the placeness and characteristics of each
permitted area. It should include the hardware aspect such as position, size, numbers,
arrangement, direction, brightness, etc. and the software aspect such as color, mode
and contents of the images, management and upgrade of the contents, etc.
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