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Psychological Impacts of Planned Residential Renewal on Involuntarily
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ABSTRACT : The study investigates how public residential renewal policy affects psychologically
the residing renters who are subject to the involuntary relocation. Seoul’s three residential renewal
sites at different project phases are examined. The authors find that, although the average levels may
not be significant, public renewal policy does affect the renters in terms of their emotional experience,
physiological condition and family relations. The authors also find that the impact is increasingly
intensified as the renewal project progresses: the closer to the move-out stage, the stronger the
psychological impacts. The study suggests that the renters’ psychological well-being be an integral
part of a balanced evaluation of public urban renewal policy, while calling for a fuller academic
research on social impacts of planned renewal on the disadvantaged people.
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