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A Case Study of Neighborhood Renewal through
University-Community Partnership: UIC Neighborhood Initiative*
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ABSTRACT : This study introduces the university-community partnership program in the US, and
proposes the university-community partnership as an alternative approach to community development
in Korea. It first examines the background of community-university partnership in the US, which
was initiated by the Federal Government as part of the Community Outreach Program to revitalize
slums around urban universities. Based on a case study of the UIC Neighborhood Initiative, this
paper discusses what one can learn from its experiences. Considering the absence of private
foundations that fund community development projects in Korea, the study proposes government
provide financial and administrative supports for community development through the
university-community partnership. It also suggests that future researchers take on empirical studies
examining the roles that universities have played in community development in Korea.
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