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A New Growth Model of Tourism
for Low-carbon Green Growth

Ki-Yong Keum - Wee-Yeun Seo

In 1990s, environmentalism began to spread worldwide on the basis of the
concept of environmentally sound and sustainable development which was
adopted in the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. After two decades since then, the
world today are faced with an urgent situation to cope with the problem of
global warming, which was come up by the production-centered growth model
(productivism) and would let human beings in peril beyond the threat to
eco-system. Furthermore, recent global economic crisis brought about by the
United States in late 2008 triggered a transformation of existing mainstream
economic growth paradigm. As a result, a new growth paradigm, the
low-carbon green growth, is on its way of expanding. This trend demonstrates
the change of world’s concern about the global environmental problem to a

comprehensive, progressive, and basical approach.

Tourism has been told as an environmentally-friendly clean industry
without a chimney in the perspective of neo-classical supply-driven growth
mode. Today, however, the fame must be faded away in light of the new
low-carbon green growth mode. In 2008, according to a report of UNWTO,
the amount of greenhouse gas (CO») emission in tourism sector is about 5%
of the total amount of global emission. This portion of tourism sector is
expected to be larger. Henceforth, in the low-carbon paradigm, an industry
discharging hazardous articles against the earth’s environment is supposed to
be withdrawn in the earth. In this sense, tourism will secure its sustainable
competitiveness only if it shifts to low carbon tourism as a new green growth

model.



The current low carbon tourism market is a blue ocean market because,
although the concepts and elements of low carbon tourism already began to be
industrialized and tourism resources, that is not pervasive yet. Thus, as other
cutting-edge industry has showed, an prior occupation of such early low

carbon tourism market is very important.

To industrialize and foster the low carbon tourism and acquire competitiveness
from it, Seoul government needs a systematic and concrete masterplan for the
low carbon tourism and should provide policy supports for it as a key engine
for future growth. The low carbon tourism industry needs more early funds
than existing tourism industry does. However, the new tourism industry will be
arrived at a break-even point faster than the older one because the former’s
operation costs is much less like the electric vehicles. This means public and
private investors can commit bold funding for the blue ocean industry with a
long-term perspective. The low carbon tourism industry can provide tourists

with cheaper goods and services and, more importatly, customer’s pride.
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