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A Study on Determinants in Accepting Landfill Location and Their Changing

Significance by Distance to Landfill Location*
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ABSTRACT : Environmental conflicts have become more frequent and intense as a result of
economic growth, the rise of standard of living, and the enhancement of environmental awareness.
Now they are one of serious social conflicts of South Korean society. The conflict on landfill
location is a representative case of environmental conflicts. In this study, we verified the effects
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of social factors such as the sense of social responsibility and public goods, and trust in professionals
in addition to administrative, economic, and techno-environmental factors. The primary data for this
study came from a survey of 1,000 adults ages 25 and older conducted between October 23 and
November 28, 2006. Findings showed that the above mentioned factors turned out to be influentials
in people's acceptance of landfill location. The probability of acceptance varied, however, by the
distance to a landfill; the closer to the landfill, people were more strongly affected by trust in site
screening processes and public officials and reasonable compensation for affected individuals and
the community. By contrast, the longer to the landfill, people were more strongly affected by
transparent disclosure of potential hazard of the landfill and people's participation in the
decision-making process. In both cases, people's trust in the third-party professionals who can
mediate and arbitrate neutrally and people's willingness to accept the professionals' decisions turned
out to be significant factors. This result suggests that the mediation and arbitration by professionals
can be a rational and efficient solution to Korea's social conflicts.

Key Words : landfill, site screening processes, environmental conflict, conflict resolution
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