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A Study on the Social Capital
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ABSTRACT : The purpose of this study is to investigate the explanatory factors of social capital
of migrants living in Seoul and to compare the social capital structure of migrants according to their
nationalities. For this purpose, we investigated the social capital determinants of immigrants residing
in Seoul using the survey data of Seoul Metropolitan Area Index Survey conducted in 2016, and
then analyzed the social capital structure according to the nationality of the migrants through social
network analysis. First, in terms of explaining factors of migrants' social capital, educational level,
Korean language ability, cultural difficulties and discrimination experiences had a statistically
significant effect on formation of social capital. In addition, migrants from China, Japan, Taiwan and
the US were more likely to form social capital than immigrants from other countries. The results
of the comparison of the social capital structure according to the subsequent nationality showed that
there is a loose form of social capital network structure for migrants from China and Japan, while
the immigrants from Europe and Taiwan are relatively dense and overlapping In the case of immigrants
from the United States and Vietnam, the network structure of the intermediary type appeared.
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