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Investigating the Pattern of Small-scale Development and the
Characteristics of Residential Environment in Low-rise Residential Area
- Urban Residential Housing Development Areas in Seoul -

Myung-Cheul Shin* - Jae-Su Lee**
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ABSTRACT : This study aims to analyze what traits small-sized developments have, how the
abolition of the height restriction affects the developments, and how the increase of the developments
changes residential environments of the low-rise housing area. Based on our results, the increase of
the small-sized developments can be a factor that makes it difficult to manage and maintain decent
residential environment in the case areas. Moreover, it may deteriorate residential environment of the
areas, while leading to the lack of parking spaces and public facilities, creating an invasion of privacy,
exposing the residents to potential fire or crime. To relieve the problems mentioned above, several
policy implications could be suggested. It is necessary to introduce a system for objective evaluation
of the small-sized development and the surrounding environment. It should be also considered to
establish and administer a legal basis for the management plan in the district unit. As each area is
in different physical environments and requires specific facilities, it is essential to establish appropriate
criteria for evaluating residential environment, and to prepare specific plan for securing sufficient
public investment. In addition, the linkage with urban regeneration projects should be fully considered.
Key Words : Low-rise Residential Area, Small-scale Developments, Height Restriction by Road,
Urban Residential Housing, Residential Environment, Seoul
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