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A qualitative study on artist-in-residence
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ABSTRACT : Residency not only offers artists studios, but has also increased in quantity, given an
expectation of the diverse effects, such as domestic and international exchange, urban regeneration,
and communication within the community. Hence this study examines artists' community-based
activities during their residency experience in order to argue for use of the residency as a local cultural
space. This study reviews artists' thoughts about their residency experience using data from users'
interviews directly collected and analysed into open coding, focused coding, and area analysis.
Analysis of the data showed that the artists had two opposing reactions to the residency experience,
one of escaping from the system, the other as staying in the system. The implications of this study
are as follows. Operational limitations were found, such as intrusion on autonomy, unfairness caused
by renowned family-centered selection, bureaucratic policy and management, and intensifying
competition due to the gap between supply and demand. Therefore, four implications were deduced:
quantitative expansion, improvement of the residency programme and of the selection standard for
reforming as the local cultural base, and distributing the central operating body to ease the bureaucratic
administration.

Key Words : Residency, Artist-in-residence programs, Artistic creative space, Local culture space
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