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Appropriation of Space and Community Making by Sexual Minorities*

- A Case Study on Itaewon Fire Station Street -

Yu Seok Han**
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ABSTRACT : This paper is a document that as many people with various identities come into
Itaewon, which is transnational and multicultural space, in this process how they make their own
space. It specifically pays attention to the process that sexual minorities make space and community
for themselves at Itaewon fire station street. Among several reasons that sexual minorities’
community could form in Itaewon, the first one is that foreigners with various nationality and classes
formed a range of cultural territory in Itaewon, as a socio-cultural field mingling foreign cultures,
especially American culture. Secondly, fire station street in Itaewon started to have large
concentration of sexual minority-related business in 1990s, and regional economic structure of
Itaewon has changed since then. Lastly, sexual minorities in younger generation gathered around
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Itaewon because of the increase of on-line communities. The characteristics of sexual minorities’

space in Itaewon is openness and showing. Sexual minorities feel free to have various activities,
and owners of bars for gays or trans-genders publicly operate their business. And these are
distinctively unique attributes of Itaewon, which is different from male sexual minorities’ space in
Nakwon-dong in Jongno-gu which has its own exclusive attribute.
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