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An Exploration of Issue Attention Cycle of Great Disasters*
Chulmin Kim** + Choongik Choi***
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ABSTRACT : This article aims to explore the characteristics of great disasters with the perspective
of ‘Issue Attention Cycle’. There have very few researches on the exploration of Issue Attention Cycle
on disaster damages, even though there have been many articles in terms of Issue Attention Cycle.
Eighteen disaster samples are selected for the analysis of Issue Attention Cycle, while the number
of selected articles are measured since 1960. An issue survival rate and an issue decay rate are
operationally defined for the analysis of issue attention cycle over time. The results of this study
shows that the issue on great disasters presents an exponential shape different from Downs’ Issue
Attentional Cycle. It also presents that decay rate of natural disaster issue is drastically declining,
while the rate of other disaster issue is slowly decreasing.
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