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A Study on the Needs of the Elderly Living Alone in Seoul
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ABSTRACT : This study analysed the 65,535 cases of the elderly living alone in Seoul and proposed
some ideas for the elderly person’s welfare policy. The results show that most of the elderly living
alone are not only poor in economic dimension, but also poor in house, health, leisure, social
relationship dimensions. However only half of them could get public welfare services, mainly cash
transfer such as the basic old-age pension and the livelihood benefits. And according to cross table
analysis about each welfare dimensions, we found that the elderly living alone experiencing poverty
in economic dimension is one thing and their experiencing poverty in other dimensions is another.
Following these analytic results, some policy recommendations are suggested as follows: In making
the elderly living alone welfare policy, we should adopt the multidimensional approach instead of
the current money-based policy direction. It is more desirable to give the elder human services rather
than cash transfer. The welfare policy for the elderly living alone should be considered as universal
welfare for the elderly person as a whole.
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