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ABSTRACT : With strong government support, the number of social enterprises increased sharply
over the past few years in Korea. The social enterprise policy has shifted from financial support to
creating an environment friendly to social enterprises. As a part of such policy, the Korean government
has encouraged networks among social enterprises as well as with other organizations on belief that
social network is important part of business operation and sustainability. Due to short history of social
enterprise in Korea, not only do we lack research on social enterprise themselves but there are very
few study on the business environment in relation with social network. This research aims to study
social network of social enterprise as a means to improve our understanding of the environment they

are in and be able to give policy-makers a sense of direction concerning their strategy on the social
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enterprise sector. This paper studies the network of social enterprises in Gwanak, Seoul, with particular

focus on social network among social enterprises. Social network mapping and network analysis based

on graph theory was used for the research. The result of analysis was compared and contrasted with

the cluster theories, industrial cluster theory and social innovation cluster theory, in order to get a

better understanding of the characteristics of the network.

Key Words - social economy, social enterprise, social network, industry policy
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