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Differences among Korean-Chinese Ethnic Clusters in Seoul
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ABSTRACT : This research aims to analyse the difference of characteristics among Korean-Chinese
ethnic clusters. Distinct characteristics are shown to vary in major clusters such as Garibong-dong
(Guro), Derim-dong(Yeongdeungpo) and Jayang-dong(Gwangjin). In order to understand the spatial
features of residents, various academic approach were taken such as literature review, GIS analysis
and in-depth interview. Three districts have different patterns in population density, and residential
distribution and quality of Korean-Chinese. In addition, it is noteworthily found in commercial traits
that each cluster has contrasting growth rate and spatial distribution of (Korean-Chinese cultural) retail
shops and ratio of Korean customers to other. However, all of these clusters are shown to follow
almost similar process in formation of residential settlement and development of multi-cultural retail
shops. Moreover, Korean-Chinese small business owners have a role of maintaining unique cultural
environments in each community. These findings suggest perspective of transition on ethnic clusters
in Seoul and implications on how urban planning policy can deal with multi-cultural community.
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