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A Study on the Concentration of Power Couples in Large Cities
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ABSTRACT : Over the last several decades, many countries have been experiencing the rise in the share of
the highly educated in large cities. Especially, it appears that more power couples live in large cities as
female’s educational attainments and labor force participation rates are higher than before. This
phenomenon attracts a lot of attention since it brings about discrepancy in human capital between large and
small or medium-sized cities, and thus geographic disparity in income would become intensified. This study
analyzes the change in the share of large cities by couple types based on education using Korea Labor Panel
1998~2017 and tests the existence of colocation effect, suggested by Costa and Kahn (2000), as one of the
causes of power couples’ concentration in large cities using multinomial logit models. According to empirical
results, it seems that there are no big changes in power couples share across the size of cities even though
the share of power couples in large cities drastically increased. The results from multinomial logit models
where couples choose to stay or move to cities of various sizes are interpreted as the colocation problem
affects power couples concentration in large cities. However, it would imply that it is indebted to migration

of power couples to large cities as well as marriage of the highly educated singles in large cities.
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