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A Study on the Residential Segregation of the Poor and Foreign
Population: A Case Study of Seoul Metropolitan City
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ABSTRACT : As a society gets more diverse and heterogeneous, it is likely to confront difficulties
in handling various socio-economic problems. To this end, South Korea has recently experienced a
rapid increase in the number of immigrants and inequality between social and economic classes has
been rising. As a result, poverty concentration and residential segregation are becoming topical policy
issues, particularly in regard to developing systematic and long-term anti-poverty and immigration
policies. In light of these developments, it is necessary for scholarly efforts to identify the spatial
variation of disadvantaged minority groups’ residential areas. The main purpose of this article is to
investigate the residential segregation of the poor who are protected by The National Basic Livelihood
Security System, and of the foreign population, residing in the Seoul metropolitan city based on the
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data that come from the end of 2006 and 2009. According to the results, the residential segregation
of foreign residents appears more severe than the residential segregation of the poor. For the past
3 years, the residential segregation of the poor has been mitigated whereas the residential segregation
of the foreign population has got worse. The present study also confirms significant deviation of
residential segregation between sub-regions of the city. However, the pattern of spatial variation tended

to differ by types of segregation index.

Key Words : Poverty, Foreign Population, Residential Segregation, Dissimilarity Index
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