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A Study on Creation of Eco-welfare City through
Park and Green space

In-Ju Song - Si-Jeong Kim

Recently, concepts such as eco-welfare, forest-welfare, and environmental-
welfare are appearing as their effort to combine welfare and natural environment.
Urban Green Space Policy of Seoul city attaches importance to “Solidarity” to
draw citizens’ anticipation to urban ecological business and to solve imbalance of
green space distribution. It is approaching as “universal welfare” to provide
ecological service of urban forest to all citizens but consideration for a neglected

class of people is actually insufficient.

This research is conducted to adopt the concept of eco-welfare to park
management as the first step for Seoul city to become an eco-welfare city. To
actualize this, concepts of eco-welfare and eco-welfare city are defined, the
concept of eco-welfare is adopted when founding green space policy based on
citizens’ demands, and the direction to develop as eco-welfare city is proposed
in this study.

The research is in three steps. Firstly, the concept of eco-welfare in Seoul
city is found. The definition, basic policies, and guarantee element of
eco-welfare in Seoul city through park green space are established by
documentary survey on concepts of eco-welfare and cases of eco-welfare
cities. Secondly, eco-welfare status analysis and demand survey are conducted.
Current eco-welfare status through park green space in Seoul city is analyzed
by guarantee elements and eco-welfare demand survey was performed.
Thirdly, park green space management measures are established for

eco-welfare cities. Purposes and visions of park green space eco-welfare policy
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are found, projects and policy indicators are established, and plans which
citizens can participate and institutional improvement measures for action is

proposed.
The major results of this study are written below.

Firstly, eco-welfare is defined as “to make eco system depending human
kinds’ welfare sustainable by realizing welfare of both eco system and human
beings simultaneously” and seven components of eco-welfare city which are
urban eco system, buildings and houses, energy, transportation, resource
circulation, culture, and community are drawn. Park green space was the main
subject as the mean for maximizing relations between components of

eco-welfare cities and for representing realization effects of eco-welfare cities.

Secondly, eco-welfare through park green space is defined as “Seoul
citizens are guaranteed to receive sustainable benefits from urban park green
space” and eight guarantee elements which are biodiversity, urban forest
experience, safety, leisure, health, culture, education, and job creation while
considering eco service range that park green space provides and urban

characteristics are selected.

Thirdly, citizen demand survey shows that citizens consider relations of
ecosystem and welfare are strong and primary guarantee elements that Seoul
city has to deal with are in order of health, safety, urban forest experience, and
biodiversity. The business that Seoul city has to promote primarily for
eco-welfare cities are “preservation of ecologically fine forests”, “expanding
urban forests”, “restoration of habitats”, and “construction and operation of
healing forests” and “combination of Seoul city + citizen groups + citizens +
private businesses” are the most voted for the construction subject. Most of the
respondents answered that eco-welfare provides the opportunity to participate

in volunteering and donation when it comes to composing eco-welfare cities.

Fourthly, the vision of park green space policy is settled as “Seoul, the
citizen-made eco-welfare city” by reflecting guarantee elements and the major

businesses based on citizens’ demand survey and promotion projects by
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guarantee elements are proposed. Additionally, eco-welfare indicator plans of
park green space are settled while considering policy relations and data
availability for effective conduction and management of promotion projects by

guarantee elements.

Fifthly, expanding civilian participation in composing and managing park
green space and forming eco-welfare information infrastructure are proposed to
practice promotion projects by guarantee elements. When establishing
public-private partnership, it is necessary to consider the range of “public” as
a broad sense which includes citizens and enterprises instead of an existing
narrow sense which only means citizen groups. To form eco-welfare
information infrastructure, information accesses such as diverse programs and
volunteering have to be utilized to connect activities by founding eco-welfare

portal, “Raising Seoul (tentative name)”.
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