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School Park Zoning & Its Management Plan

Wonjoo Kim - Sungok Lee

Some projects for securing the green space at school outdoor spaces have
been on the way in the cause of urban environment improvement and
educational infrastructure establishment. However, such projects have
proceeded uniformly, in the government-led form and in a unitary

school-centered form as well.

Thus, it’s necessary to prepare an integrated system creating a school park
by overcoming the limit on a unitary school’s own project for developing a
school park and combining the district space so that both school members and
local residents can play a role as a community with a school as the center, not

just a space-creation-oriented project.

Accordingly, this study divided the types consequent on the space
composition round about a school into 4 stages including area-integration type,

linking type, specialization type and independence type.

The area integration type is block-unit planning which makes it possible to
form a regional community by virtue of concentration of school, neighborhood
park, residental area, public organizations, and cultural center, etc. in the

proximity of the area.

The linking type is linear-unit planning which makes it possible to link
school and neighborhood in the proximity of area. In addition, the
specialization type connotes a specific theme while the independence type is
the one limited to regional linkage due to the problems with security or school
work. With the development of a school park according to type, it would be

possible not only to make improvement in living environment but also to
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become a place for open education, as well as to bring about exchange
enhancement and solidarity formation with residents by providing a role of a

community center to local residents.

Looking into the space surrounding Guro High School from the standpoint
of area-integration-type school park, it’s possible to create a block-unit area
because there is a cultural complex, such as neighboring street park, Guro
neighborhood park, Guro Art Valley Center, and Guro-gu Community Center,
etc., together with Shin Guro Elementary School and Younglim Junior High
School.

There need to be improvements in its planning and the direction of
promotion if the 4-type-based project is to be carried out successfully with
focus on school, and preferentially, it’s important to arrange a prior step for
understanding the attitude of school members and residents. In addition, it’s
necessary to consider design planning that can reflect their demand by putting
together the opinions of school member and local residents through the
organization of a consultative body; likewise, experts’ examination process

should be reflected as well.

As a development plan for school park area, it’s desirable to get school
authorities to secure green by making a front yard and flower way through the
opening of school fence to the public and to share the tending of vegetable
garden, afforestation program and food-item-linked programs using the little
piece of land with local residents, which process will, hopefully, cause the
solidarity between school members and local residents to increase thanks to

the changes in concern and attitude of local residents.

In addition, it’s also recommendable to share information by producing a

village paper through the designation of a certain area centering on a school.

It’s necessary to establish an institutional level of management plan for a
school park zone as a professional management plan is required according to
the subject and size for management, and to get the Seoul Metropolitan

Government Office to continue their operation and management by cultivating



professional personnel and supplying human resources to them. Further, it’s
necessary to arrange medium and long-term planning other than a temporary
short-term project, and to supplement inadequate parts by finding the
coordinators and allocating their roles in the relevant district through
revitalization of local residents’ participation, and also to do operation and
management of a school park zone through local residents’ voluntary

fund-raising process.

If such a project of creating a school park zone is proceeded by arranging
an integrated guideline on the basis of law and institution, it will be helpful
in changing a project or establishing a follow-up management plan, and
communication between local inhabitants could be revitalized, and the ground

for the increase in urban green area ratio could be prepared.
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