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Changes in Population and Function of Seoul
through the Relocation of Public Organizations and
Residential Developments in the Capital Region

Sun-Wung Kim -Young-Duk Kwon - Jaeyong Shin

Purpose of Study

The Korean Government has planned to relocate one hundred and eighty
three public organizations to local areas and to build large-scale residential
developments in the capital region. The goal of this study is hereby to analyze
the impact of relocation of public organizations and residential developments
in the capital region on population and functions of Seoul and to provide
suggestions for the future study.

Changes in Population of Seoul through Relocation of Public Organizations

This study reviews literature and statistical data to analyze the change of
population in Seoul through the relocation of public organizations. With
reference to previous literature regarding the relocation of public organizations,
development scenarios and detail indexes are determined. In order to analyze
impact of population, the direct movement of employees work in public
organizations and accompanied movement of related industries are analyzed
separately. Related industries is analyzed by, first, classification through
industrial features and then estimation of affected employment created by each
employee in public organizations. As a result of analysis, when the movement
to Sejong-City and Innovation Cities is successfully worked, it is shown that
maximum 90,000 people will move out of Seoul. And when the commute to

there is activated, it is expected that minimum 76,000 people will move out of
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Seoul. Therefore, the change of population in Seoul through the relocation of

public organizations would not be big impact on total population in Seoul.

Changes in Function of Seoul through Relocation of Public Organizations

However, the great out-flux of functions of Seoul is concerned because
sixty four percent of public organizations (117 organizations among 183) are
located in Seoul. It is fifty eight percent, 32,500 people who are working in
Seoul, among total 56,497 people who will move toward Sejong-City and
Innovation Cities. Autonomous districts in Seoul of which out-flux rate of
movement employees in public organizations in comparison to total employees
in Seoul is more than one percent are shown as five. In order for impact of
employment on autonomous districts in Seoul by the relocation of public
organizations to be analyzed accurately, affected employees in related
industries are included into total out-flux employment from Seoul. As a result
of that, total affected employees are estimated as 82,225 people. In addition,
because many administrative organizations will be moved into Sejong-City,
one of the main functions of Seoul, administrative function, would be changed.
It is expected that seventy percent of public official who work in
administrative organizations in Seoul will be out so that administrative

function in charge of Seoul will be decreased.

Changes in Population of Seoul through Residential Development in the
Capital Region

This study reviews literature and statistical data to analyze the change of
population in Seoul through residential developments in the capital region. The
development scenarios and movement index of people are set by the present
situation of residental developments in the capital region, forecast of housing
market in 2020, and analysis of development potential of each project. The
migration rate from Seoul to each development project area is selected based

on previous literatures in which the migration rate of similar development

120 23713 oldzt == Fx| ol M2 MSAl9 o1 A 7S #ist



from Seoul is surveyed. As a result of analysis, when the construction market
is maintained as like as present, it is expected that approximately 460,000
people will move out of Seoul. When the construction market will become
worse than present, it is expected that approximately 310,000 people will
move out of Seoul. However, according to ‘2020 Seoul Housing
Comprehensive Plan’, there will be abundant population influx factors of
Seoul. Considered this and population change in Seoul on the case of the first
new town development, it is expected that the residential developments will

not be a great influence on the total population in Seoul.

Conclusion

In summary, both residential developments in the capital region and the
relocation of public organizations will not cause a serious problem in change
of population in Seoul. However, a great influence on functional change in
Seoul by the relocation of public organizations is expected. In order to
supplement this issue and develop Seoul as a global city, future studies such
as ‘introduction of new urban functions of Seoul for competitive Seoul’ or

‘suggestion of high-level service function by development of relocation sites.
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