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(Abstract)



Prospective Changes and Policy Agendas for Super-aged
Society, Seoul

Kyung-Hye Kim - Sun-Ja Kim - Eun-Yee Noh - Hyun-Jung Kim

Seoul is aging. The population of adults over age 65 is expected to increase to over 20%
by 2030. Older citizens in Seoul will become major actors in the super-aged society. Not only
the number of older citizens are increasing but they are also becoming generally healthier,
wealthier, better educated and more active than age cohorts of previous generations. Changing
demographics are accompanied by the serious social and economic impacts to the society as
a whole. These prospective impacts would be both challenges and opportunities for our
society. Adequate policy should be prepared in local government level to increase Seoul’s
responsiveness to the major changes due to the population aging.

Based on the literature reviews and the secondary analysis of available data, this study
examines Seoul's changing demographics and characteristics of aging population. In addition,
results from a survey conducted with 1,000 adult citizens over age 45 illustrate characteristics
of economic activities, experiences in retirement, social activities, and caregiving experiences
of middle-aged and older citizens.

Given changing characteristics of aging population, this study explores the major social
and economic impacts of population aging that our society will be facing. Specific issues are
discussed including changes in labor forces, income and wealth status, consuming behaviors
and life style among older citizens.

Policy agenda for super-aged Seoul are identified, specifically focusing on three
fundamental issues: minimizing negative impacts, utilizing opportunities and developing
aging-friendly city environment. First, it is critical to develop strategies to minimize the
negative impacts such as elderly poverty, economic recession due to shrinking elderly’s
consumption and increasing financial demands. At the same time, rigorous strategies to fully
utilize opportunities of population aging should be developed at the local government level.
Specifically, older citizens’ potential as social capitals and opportunities for aging-friendly
industry are reviewed. Finally, Seoul should be redesigned to become an “aging-friendly city”.
Thorough assessments and evaluations of age-friendliness of this city should be implemented.
In addition, aging-friendly community should be developed to support the elderly and
community itself to function as social capitals. Aging-friendliness of built environment can be
improved by increasing mobility and accessibility of older citizens, implementing universal
design for community planning, and promoting various housing options.
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