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A Study on the Development and Supports of Seoul-like Festivals

Project Number SDI 05-R-37
Research Staff Mu-Yong Lee (in Charge)
Jieun Lee

The expansion of individual temporal and spatial opportunities and increase of
demand for cultural activities lead each urban government to develop differentiated

festivals as an urban cultural strategy.

While Seoul Metropolitan Government recognizes festivals’ significant role, there
are little research for Seoul’s festivals which is concerned about cultural identity,
visions and related supporting policies. Research for urban festivals should focus on
identifying cultural individualities of cities, developing representative festivals,
leading participation of citizens and visitors, and making effective governmental

supporting policies.

This study is purposed to understand cultural meanings of urban festival and to
examine current situation of Seoul’s festivals and related administrative policies.
This ultimately serves to provide Seoul-like festivals and systematic supporting
policies associated which have both Seoulity and Festivity, and to devote to improve
the quality of lives of urbanites and urban tourism and marketing strategies. This

study is:

- to define urban festivals and its cultural role

- to demonstrate the current festivals and related policies in Seoul
- to define Seoul-like festivals

- to develop assessment of Seoul-like festivals and its analysis

- to propose supporting policies of Seoul-like festivals
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Among 145 festivals in Seoul, only 35 are considered as potential Seoul-like
festivals and classified with five typologically. By 'Historic-traditional type |
Art-based type' , ‘Citizen reconciliation type' , “Industrial type’ and
Ecological type' , individual matrices of Priority-Performance Analysis(PPA) are
developed, and each indexes’ averages use for Seoulity-Festivity Analysis(SFA).
According to interpretation of position in SFA matrix, differentiated strategies for
each type and festival are organized. In this study, 9 festivals which are aimed for
intensive support are identified such as Seoul Fringe Festival, Hi Seoul Festival,
Insadong Traditional Festival, Seoul Drum Festival, Hongdae Street Art Festival,
Itaewon Global Festival, Myongdong Festival, World Ritual Festival, and Global
Hanmadang(Seoul Friendship Fair).

In the basis of SFA and interpretation of interview with persons in charge, this
study suggests the legislation of law concerned about festivals in Seoul and the
construction of Seoul festival-supports system, which consists of mission, vision, goal,

strategy, action plan and execution & feedback.
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