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Abstract

The study on the expansion plan of Seoul’s cultural facilities

Project Number SDI 2004-R-37

Research Staff Do-Sam Ra (in_Charge)
Seul-Ki_Shin

Seoul is a megalopolis which is not only a physically far-flung city but also has
shown a diversity of lifestyle. However, the urban structure of Seoul is imbalanced
by economic standards and social and populational composition. Accordingly, regional
disparity within the city, product of the rapid economic development since the
1960s, is one of the challenging problems Seoul City needs to solve in order to be
a global city with capability for sustainable growth. The Seoul Metropolitan
Government is committed to gradually reducing the regional imbalance in terms of
the local economy, educational environment, housing, and finance. This study
purpose that the plan for expansion of cultural facilities in newly-developed areas,
New Town', is developed according to Regional Balanced Development plan.
Ultimately, it contributes to the improvement of residential and urban environment in
Seoul.

This study includes:

Analysis of current situation of cultural facilities in Seoul

Analysis of necessary cultural facilities in Seoul
» Arrangement of plan for each 'New Town's' cultural facilities
Establishment of total plan for expanding cultural facilities

This study suggests two results within cultural facilities in Seoul in terms of current
situation and expansion plan. Seoul Metropolitan Government has strived for
establishment of cultural facilities such as performance hall, exhibition hall and local
culture and welfare facilities. According to the analysis of Seoul within 'Comparative
Statistics of Major Cities,' the number of cultural facilities is absolutely deficient in
comparison with population. Yet, this problem is brought about by overpopulation,
which means prolonged one. More seriously, the imbalance between cultural facilities

exits. Among those, almost are exhibition facilities which are for performance and
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exhibition. In contrast, it is lack that cultural facilities are for infrastructure of
creating, related with entrepreneur, conservation and local identities. In this reason,

cultural facilities related to above are supplied in priority.

For balancing each 'New Town's' cultural standards, this study divides the fields of
Arts into performance, exhibition, media and library. According this classification,
there are four structural axes which are East-North and East-South areas with
performing art, West-North area with cultural creating and visual art, West-South
area with media and image art, and East-South area with mass media art network.
This plan regards cultural facilities' situation as both internal and external range.
Also, living cultural facilities is built in 'New Town' focusing improvement of
residential condition and professional cultural facilities is built in 'Regional Balanced
Development' focusing improvement of urban environment. Living cultural facilities
are planned for specification of residents' cultural service within each local identities
and condition through creating and education. Professional cultural facilities are
planned for qualification of professional performance and exhibition respecting each
field of arts. These contribute to developing sustainable surviving of arts and to

providing diverse cultural service.
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