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The Effects of Trust in Neighbors on Residential Mobility and
Community Choice Plans

- The Case of Residents in Seoul —
Byung—Hoon Park*-Eui-Chul Chung**
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ABSTRACT : This study empirically examines the effects of trust in neighbors on residential mobility and
community choice plans for the residents in Seoul. A bivariate probit model is estimated using the data
of Seoul Survey in 2017. Empirical results show that residents who have higher trust in their neighbors
are less likely to plan to move and, if the residents plan to move, those who have higher trust in their
neighbors are more likely to move to the same living areas as their current residences. The probability
of planning to move of the residents trusting their neighbors is estimated to be about 5.5 percentage
points lower than those who do not trust their neighbors. Among the group of residents who plan to
move, the probability of planning to move to the same living areas is estimated to be about 4.7
percentage points higher for the residents trusting their neighbors than those who do not trust their
neighbors. These results indicate that trust in neighbors is a meaningful factor affecting households’
mobility decisions. To enhance neighborhood stability, community development policies need to
consider strengthening trust between neighbors.

KeyWords : Trust in Neighbors, Residential Mobility, Community Choice, Bivariate Probit Model with
Sample Selection
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