NSEAIT R22A A5 2021. 3, pp. 73-89

KZA| RIS O3t BN St o

s PSS SR

A Study on the Health-economic Burden of Dementia in Seoul, Korea
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ABSTRACT : This study investigated the health-economic burden of dementia in Seoul to provide evidence
for reorganizing the dementia management system in preparation for the rapidly increasing number of
dementia patients. A prevalence-based approach was applied to estimate the direct and indirect costs of
dementia (International Classification of Disease, 10th revision codes of FOO-F03, G30) from a societal
perspective. Direct costs were estimated by the medical care costs and transportation expenditures.
Indirect costs were measured by the loss of productivity by the patients or family caregivers due to
dementia-related morbidity and mortality. The study found that the number of dementia patients and
healthcare utilization in Seoul increased continuously during the 2015-2019 period. The total
health-economic burden of dementia increased from ¥ 284.7 billion to ¥ 403.6 billion. Direct costs
accounted for 55.6% of total burden of dementia, and the annual average increase rate of direct costs was
bigger than that of indirect costs. By age group, the early-onset dementia patients under 64-year-old were
under the largest health-economic burden of dementia. It is necessary to emphasize prevention-oriented
dementia management system in community-based dementia-friendly environment.
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