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An Exploratory Study on Determinants of Children’s Outdoor Play Spaces
in Seoul, Korea
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ABSTRACT : This exploratory study estimates accessible outdoor play areas for children in Seoul and
investigates determinants of open public space for children. In this study the total outdoor play area
includes public children's parks which are built and managed by the local government as well as
playgrounds in apartment complexes which are exclusive private property for residents. We have
calculated the proportion of children's parks in total outdoor play areas as the publicity indicator.
According to the analysis, Gangseo, Seodaemun, Seocho and Yangcheon were found to be districts(Gu)
with relatively good space for children's play in the public domain. This study has discovered that areas
where multi-dwelling units account for a high proportion of the total housing are disproportionately
deprived of public open spaces for children. This means that large-scale housing development and
compartmentalization projects have a greater impact on the distribution of children's spaces rather than
on the financial capacity of districts(Gu).In conclusion, this study suggests that the government and local
authorities should strengthen public responsibility for the Child's Right To Play and seek creative

alternatives that go beyond legal constraints.

KeyWords : play space, children’s park, child's right to play, equal access to play
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