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Abstract

A Study on the Strategy of Labour Policy in Seoul

Jin-Woo Joo - Kyung-Hee Shin - Jung-Yong Lee - Chan-Seob Oh - Gwang-Pyo Roh

Since the sixth South Korean local elections in October 2011, the Seoul
Metropolitan City first instituted labour policies and a foundation
among local government, such as changing a temporary position to
a permanent position in the public sector, a Seoul-type “new deal” for
jobs, creating a labour policy section and labour ombudsman, etc.
However, labour policies of the Seoul Metropolitan City face many
problems because the power of the local government is limited and has
no authority over labour policy.

This research aims to evaluate labour policies in effect in the Seoul
Metropolitan City and suggests policy agendas, as well as the role of
local government for improving labour policy.

Since he was elected in the sixth local elections in 2011, the Mayor Won
-Soon Park has consistently implemented many labour policies,
including Seoul-type living wages, a Seoul labour centre, workers’
rights protection committee to protect vulnerable workers’ rights, and
a Seoul labour master plan.

First, the labour policies of the Seoul Metropolitan City are evaluated
at the local government level. That analysis demonstrates a good
performance during a short time period. In particular, Seoul
Metropolitan City plays a leading role in solving South Korean social
problems, such as contingent or temporary employment, vulnerable
workers; thus, it affects other local governments and the private sector.
This study also aims to provide a basis for a comprehensive approach

and continuing implementation of labour policy that is significant for
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a local government model; in part, this will entail preparing medium-
and long-term plans for the various institutions in a systemic way.
The Seoul Metropolitan City will need to institute a focus on labour
areas at the local government level for developing a systematic labour
policies model for local government. To ensure this end, it is necessary
for the Seoul Metropolitan City to implement an enhanced
performance of labour policies in practice and to prepare for better
governance between labour and management, as well as government,
in order to create continual and stable labour policies.

In particular, it is necessary to protect vulnerable workers rights in the
private sector through vigorously ensuring a labour law in Seoul

campaign with the participation of related organizations.
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