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The Effectiveness of Cultural Welfare Program from a Social Inclusion
Perspective among Low Income People in South Korea

- Focusing on the Mediation Effect of Cultural Accessibility
and Psychological Empowerment -
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ABSTRACT : The discussion of ‘poverty’, focusing mostly on economic aspect, has been expanded
to social inclusion including various aspects of economic, political, social, and cultural dimensions.
With the growing discussion on social inclusion, the importance of cultural welfare policy has been
increased as a tool to improve social inclusion of socially excluded people. This study investigates
the effect of cultural welfare programs on social inclusion mediating psychological empowerment and
cultural accessibility using structural equation modeling(SEM). The findings from 413 low-income
people using cultural vouchers in South Korea support the positive indirect impact of using cultural
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welfare programs on social inclusion via psychological empowerment and cultural accessibility. This
implies the necessity and importance of cultural programs to expand opportunities to enjoy cultural
and leisure activities for the social inclusion of low-income or vulnerable people.
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Perceived Social Inclusion, Social Exclusion
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