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External Medical Service Use among Children Living in Seoul*
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ABSTRACT : This study aims to investigate determinants of external medical service uses among
children in Seoul. Data were extracted from 2012 National Health Insurance Claims Data, provided
by the NHIS(National Health Insurance Service). In this study, we tried to examine the relations
between the intra-regional disparity within Seoul and patterns of medical service uses among children.
To do this, a binary logistic regression model was used. Independent variables including age, sex,
income level, five administrative districts, ambulatory service use, length of stay, severe diseases such
as cancer and disability were considered. The results demonstrated that those living in the district
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with poor distribution of health care resources tended to use medical services in other districts. Thus,
those living in Central district and North-West area showed a high probability of external medical
service use. However, in case of inpatient services, the probability of external use has increased for

all areas, compared to South-East area where medical institutions are relatively densely distributed.

This implies that government interventions are needed to reduce the inter-regional disparity and

effectively allocate medical institutions within Seoul. Also, Some measures to compensate unmet needs

of medical services, especially for children and to improve healthcare access to these services within

the community should be considered.

Key Words : external medical service use, inter-regional disparity, children, Seoul
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ol 1.970 1.953 - 1.933 1.919 1.901 - 1.936 1.700 1.641 - 1.760
Zrofeb 3213 3147 - 3281 3.345 3270 - 3422 3534 3363 - 3724
87 AFHE(FE=214)

AT 5.087 5067 - 5106 5233 5212 - 5253 1.818 1769 - 1.869
THEd 3.335 3320 - 3350 3.336 3321 - 3351 1.807 1755 - 1.860
B 3.057 301 - 3074 3.018 3,001 - 3035 2.109 2046 - 2174
ALAQUlE=59d)
=44 3584 3566 - 3602 3581 3563 - 3599 3.340 3207 - 3477
5 0.818 0315 - 0821 0.806 0.804 - 0.809 1.650 1.608 - 1.692
A& 1.315 1.309 - 1.320 1.286 1.281 -1.292 3.998 3875 - 3477
A 0.955 0952 - 0959 0.842 0943 - 0.949 1.636 1594 - 1.679
YA R LddF 0.819 0.749 - 08H - - - -
Concordance index 0.691 0.687 0.653
CL : 95% Wald confidence limits
M 18900l 43 49K 11200 =2 #e] 9] Ho] gl YsEFATFA AAZCE o
Fol& &S HYTH9%% CL 1.120-1.134). ©] 7t e AEATE] A ARlo] Fasgh Au s
€ SARAUIS gl BLR WA o ok AT AE R 5 A%
HAFEARS AFEAZIYAL 7heE FiSel Pds 7eeE B Jdrve &9 7
ALEFRG A9 SROlES Wol S AL B § ¥l o|Rolg FEo] W Ueht us 2
of =tk ol st dd> AT Ll oFoldelA b T A% 49 Aol &-E Bl ke A
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FUsA vhehde o)gol gl

9o} 7414

4 ATHOR=0.872, 95%CL 0.798-0.954).
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