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Effects of Neighborhood Environment on Social Diversity
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ABSTRACT : Many policies have tried to solve the problem of social segregation and to enhance
social diversity. Despite the increasing importance of social diversity, too little attention is given to
the relationship between neighborhood environment and social diversity. This study aims to identify
the spatial pattern of social diversity which is defined as a mix of income and education levels and
to analyze the effects of neighborhood environmental characteristics on social diversity. The results
are as follows. First, neighborhoods with high or low poverty rates show lower levels of social
diversity. This implies that social mix policy would be more necessary in the low-income
neighborhoods. Second, higher mixing of housing type, housing area and housing age lead to
increasing social diversity. Therefore providing various types of housing opportunities and supporting
residential continuity are needed to diversify neighborhoods. Finally, socially diverse areas appear
to be influenced by housing density and block size.
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