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A Study on Scenic Improvement Benefit from Removal of Overpass
on Urban Street in Seoul Metropolitan Area*

Jong-Hyuk Kim** - Jin-Tae Kim*** - Hong-Gil Kim**** - Bok-Min Shin**
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ABSTRACT : The metropolitan city of Seoul has removed the elevated highways, which represented
the economic growth of the Republic of Korea during the 1960s and the 1970s, to enhance the value
of urban scenery and manage crime-prone areas reflecting the change of social value. Conventional
study methodologies however cannot measure the benefit from the removal since they only count
general mobility measures, such as speed and delay, excluding the value of enhanced sight view
affecting urban vitality. This study proposes a methodology measuring the public benefit expected
from removing elevated highways in a monetary value. Validation test suggested that the benefit from
the removal of the eleven elevated highways for the last decade in Seoul be 107.1 billion won and
the benefit of each of those was between 6.3 to 13.3 billion won. The proposed method allows
engineers to estimate the benefit from the urban design or renewal projects enhancing the value of
urban scenary.
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