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A Study on Urban Spatial Disparity Phenomenon in Municipal Waste
Treatment Process™*

- Focusing on the Food Waste Treatment Facilities of Seoul -
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ABSTRACT : This study approaches the issue of food waste in Seoul caused by a ban on dumping
food wastewater in the ocean which took effect since 2013, from an urban planning point of view.
The problems from the food-waste treatment process were analysed based on data collected from
25 local authorities in the metropolitan area of Seoul. The results are as follows. The first was the
lack of public treatment facilities and inefficient operation. Relocation of facilities is needed due to
the imbalance on distribution of facilities among the local administrative areas. Second, systematic
criteria for the selection of the private waste disposal company is needed. The City of Seoul is
currently dealing with the food waste treatment through the public facilities and by contracting with
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private companies located on the outskirts of the city. However, because the selection criteria for

private companies are not systematic, conflicts between the local authorities and private companies

have been continually occurred during the selection process. As the result, food wastes sometimes

weren’t collected and left abandoned, which soon grew into a citywide problem and the citizens

experienced inconvenience. In addition, due to the remote locations of the contracted private

companies, a secondary problem such as increased travel cost has occurred. So, the private company

has to be carefully chosen, considering the treatment cost and the travel cost, for the intensive and

environmental uses.

Key Words : urban environment, food waste, treatment facilities, processing region, spatial disparities
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