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An Analysis of the Seoul Digital Industrial Complex’s Development

Process and an Evaluation of Its Current Stage as a Cluster®
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ABSTRACT : This study aims to analyze the growth and development of the Seoul Digital Industrial
Complex(SDIC) from an evolutionary perspective and to evaluate its current development stage as
a cluster. According to a life cycle model analysis, it has been identified that as an industrial complex,
the SDIC went through the stages of ‘emergence’, ‘growth’, ‘sustainment’, ‘decline’ between the 1960s
and the late 1990s. In the 2000s, due to a mass supply of ‘knowledge industry center’ and a widening
variety of resident companies, the numbers of companies and workers went up and the industrial
structure changed. As a result, the SDIC entered the stage of ‘emergence’ completely different from
the Guro Industrial Park. And according to the evaluation of the SDIC’s current development stage
it is judged that the SDIC has entered the ‘industrial cluster’ stage. However, there are many things
to improve for it to grow as an ‘innovative cluster’, such as infrastructure improvement, cooperation
between companies and other stakeholders, enhancement of innovative capabilities.

Key Words : Seoul Digital Industrial Complex, industrial cluster, innovative cluster, knowledge
industry center, life cycle model, development stage
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