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Modermity Revealed in Urban Planning in the Era of Japanese Colonist Rule
- A Review on Chosun Planning Ordinance for Urban Areas
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ABSTRACT : Most existing studies have interpreted urban planning carried out in the era of
Japanese rule in terms of the colonial rule and exploitation. However, those views have prevented
objective understanding on the colonial urban planning due to its superficial and reductionist point
of view. This study reviews modernity revealed in Chosun Planning Ordinance for Urban Areas
and the relevant plans using the viewpoint of the colonial modernization theory. This study
identifies that Korean urban planning had both positive aspects and negative aspects in the era
of Japanese colonial rule whether or not it was successful. The positive aspects were scientific
rationality, supports to industrialization, handling of urbanization, pursuit of idealism and emphasis
of public interests. In the meantime, the negative aspects were uniform and oppressive
totalitarianism and excessive emphasis of efficiency. This study interprets those characteristics of
the colonial urban planning as inherent characteristics embedded in modernity rather than the results
of the oppressive colonial rule. In this regard, this study understands Korean urban planning in
the era of Japanese colonial rule as light and shade of modernity planted by colonialism.

Key Words : Korean urban planning in the era of Japanese colonist rule, modernity, Chosun Planning

Ordinance for Urban Areas, colonial modernization theory
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