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ABSTRACT : This study is on acculturation and social support system for foreign wives residing
in Seoul, Korea. Korea is now being challenged to equip the society with receptiveness of foreign
people and foreign culture. Foreign wives are coming into Korea through marriage to Korean men.
This study aims to analyze those wives' acculturation patterns and acculturative stress along with social
support service needs. The survey was applied to the sample of 304 foreign wives. The results revealed
that the foreign wives residing in Seoul are acculturated at the pattern of integration, rather than
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separation or marginalization. Besides, acculturative stress was quite low. In regards to social support
system, the foreign wives revealed that they have the needs of education of Korean language and
culture and general social issues. They also showed high level of childcare needs and medical
assistance along with vocational training. The foreign wives revealed that they experience a language
barrier whenever they have to communicate with Koreans at social service centers. Thus, this study
made suggestions on providing social services regarding empowerment of these wives, culture-sensitive
assistance programs such as mentoring, and enhancing professional competence for this population.

Key Words : foreign wife, acculturation pattern, acculturative stress, social support system
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