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Research on Social Interaction and Solidarity of Community among
Youth in Seoul

- Focused on the Effects of Internet Use -
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ABSTRACT : The purpose of the study was to look at the behavioral pattern of Korean students
living in Seoul city in terms of social interaction and solidarity within large and cyber
communities. Many scholars have insisted that in the information society, communication
technologies such as internet brought the loss of traditional local community and shaped the
various new communities centering around an individual. On the basis of these points, the
researcher of the study tried to find out whether the social interaction and solidarity of traditional
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large community has changed, and if then what was the influences of internet use in those
changes. In the study the social interaction and solidarity of cyber communities have also been
investigated as a model of new community forming in information society. The questionnaire
designed by the researcher have randomly distributed to 990 students (middle and high-school
students) residing Seoul during October of 2005, and the data from 942 questionnaires have been
analyzed. Through the analysis, it showed that there is a positive relationship between internet
use and the social interaction of individual in large and cyber community. In other words, it
revealed that if a person has more experiences of using internet the frequency of social
interactions have been increased in large and cyber communities. However, in terms of solidarity
of community, it found that general tendency is quite opposite. Based on these findings, the
researcher made conclusion that it is early to say internet might be the main cause of losing
larger community and further research focus on the dynamics between cyber and large
community should be accomplished for the schools to function as a facilitator of large
community.

Key Words : community study, effect of internet use on community, youth consciousness of
community, school as an institution for community collectivism.
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