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A Study on the Management and Improvement of Sub-Regional Plan
in Seoul*

- A comparison with Tokyo -
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ABSTRACT : Recently, Seoul has introduced sub-regional plan to give planning guidelines for
various plans of each jurisdiction, following the city master plan. This study aims to compare the
characteristics and roles of the Sub-Regional plan for Seoul to Tokyo’s, in which the former
attempts to bridge the gaps between city master plan and District Unit Planning. The result shows
that Tokyo’s plan has somewhat rough guidelines for each sub-region, allowing each jurisdiction
to establish its own ‘master plan’. Then, each jurisdiction’s master plan is a legal plan by Japan’s
Urban Planning Law, however it is not mandatory for urban planning decision. Next, each
jurisdiction’s master plan has consistency to Tokyo’s plans and its land-use plan. This suggest
that it would be better to establish a new planning system to ensure our sub-regional plan to give
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effective guidelines for the plans of each jurisdiction, realizing city master plan’s goals.

Key Words : sub-regional plan, city master plan, Tokyo metropolitan government, urban planning
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