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Transformation of the Urban Spatial Structure by Commuting Trips in
Seoul : 1996~2002
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ABSTRACT : The regional structure of Seoul has been steadily changed from single-nuclear
pattern to multi-nuclear pattern in tandem with the decline of traditional downtown, Jongro, and
the growth of Yotido and Kangnam, since 1970’s. This paper tried to find the change of Seoul’s
urban structure by investigating the change of commuting trips. For this examination, I analysed
the change of functional region based on the movement pattern as well as the change of
movement pattern formed by the spatial interaction. As a result, due to the multi-nucleation and
dispersion of Seoul’s regional structure followed by the growth of southern Seoul, 10 movement
patterns were extracted in 1996, and the 12 patterns in 2002. After extracting the functional
region based on the movement pattern, I could find the narrowness of sub-functional region. Also
it was disclosed that the Han river dividing Seoul into the north and the south is functioning as
a principal boundary in the forming of functional region. Both in 1996, and 2002, the functional
region was shaped as duplicated structure which overlapped their boundaries, and it was more
complicated in 2002.

Key Words : commuting trips, spatial structure, movement pattern, functional region.
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