MEZAAT M58 M1E 2004. 3, =&(pp. 119~144) 119

A1=2 qo] 53t oA o] F AW}
- Mg Al Fabd a4 o] ALE AnE 9 AA -
47 e

How to Make English Public Language in Seoul

— Some Suggestions to Increase Seoul Population's Cultural Flexibility
and Familiarity with English -

Kyung II Kim*
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ABSTRACT : It is certain that Seoul City needs to make English public language to enhance its
international competitiveness. Since the agenda of adopting English as an official language
appeared, a fierce debate has raged, which continues unabated today. People who oppose
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adopting English as a second language argue that it would bring about the decline of korean,
and eventually lead to the destruction of the national identity. These arguments frustrate
policy-makers. This article, in acknowledging both sides of the debate, presents a cultural
reconciliation for those who continually come up against each other. In order to do this, the
article analyzes the case of Singapore's success not only from a political viewpoint, but also in
terms of cultural background. This is contrasted with the failure of the project in Che-ju, which
was a joint initiative led by central government and Che-ju government, highlighting the cultural
reasons behind its failure. The reason Singapore was able to perform its policy so successfully
was primarily because of its cultural flexibility. The largest ethnic group in Singapore are the
Chinese, and in the same cultural environment that covers most Asian countries, they adapted to
English as an official language without any particular emotional upheaval. On the contrary, the
people of Che-ju refused to accept English as an official language due to the feelings of national
identity previously mentioned. Based on this research, the article suggests that Seoul City
government needs to work on increasing the population's cultural flexibility and familiarity with
English rather than focusing on adopting English as an official language. The article also
includes some related political ideas.

Key Words : English as a public language, cultural flexibility, familiarity with English
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