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A Case Study on the Policy of the Partnership and the Method of
Citizen's Participation in Mitaka City, Japan
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ABSTRACT Ki-Seong Kim

In 1999, the Mitaka City government, a typical bed- town of Tokyo with population of 1600C
introduced a system in which citizens take responsibility for making the general city planni
Approximately 400 people elected from public applicants, held a forum and discussed their plan for
year. The Mitaka City government supported information, financial affairs and facilities for th
forum, and did not intervene until the plan was completed. This policy method was prescribed by
partnership agreement between the Mitaka City government and its citizens. How was such
partnership formed? What was the social capital for making civil participation?

This study examines the historical accumulation process of social capital in Mitaka City, featuri
such a social organization as trust, norms, and networks, and initiating the improvement of 1
efficiency of the society through the facilitation of the coordinated actions. In addition, this pap
examines the process and structure of civil participation through a series of interviews with the pc
makers of Mitaka City government and two weeks of observation on the civil forum. It conclu
that the efforts of mutual trust and discursive activities between the city government and its citiz
has played a major role in forming present partnership and civil participation.
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