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The History of the Transformation of Urban Space of
Seoul and Urban Policy | : Managerialist Approach
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ABSTRACT

Hong-Bin Kang

The history of urban transformation requires an understanding of all the spatial
activities taking place within the urban space. Although these spatial activities are
individually initiated, they are governed by underlying economic, social, cultural
political and administrative forces particular to that era and society. Both the
neo-classical approach which tries to understand the changes through individual
location activities regulated by market mechanism, and in the political economic
approach which focuses on the self-regulating behaviour of capital and the state
are limited in the analysis of urban dynamics. History of urban transformation
should be understood from the viewpoint of managerialism. It is important not only
to identify the problematic conditions and resolve them according to diagnosis, but
also to understand the nature and functions of the ‘agents’ - in other words, who
the ‘agents’ were, what their values were, from what cognitive foundation they
viewed urban problems and what force and legal basis they possessed.

This study examines the trend in urban management policies and strategies of
the post-colonial period. Through the progress of modern history of the central
urban area of Seoul, this paper focuses on the framework and logic under which
‘urban policy’ was implemented, and the impact it had on the urban space.
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