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A Study on the Profile of the new Korean Homeless

Ad L /A

= x}
[.M E V. =542 2 Qs
2 V. g

ABSTRACT

Won-Oh Joung * Soo-Hyun Kim

It is commonly accepted that the homeless in Korea were caused by the ‘unprec-
edented’ economic crisis because they increased so rapidly in a short time since the
end of 1997. A survey on the life history of the new’ homeless, however, shows
that they have suffered social alienation, family breakdown, and economic instability
for a long time. From the surveyed life histories of the 110 homeless people staying
in temporary shelters, we can point out @O inherited poverty in their youth, @ low
educational career and skills, @ vulnerable accommodation, @ fragile family ties, ®
low payment and unstable employment status, ® accidents as the factors of
becoming homeless in Korea.

Although the economic crisis was the trigger for the sudden increase of the
homeless, the new homeless people in Korea are essentially from the most
vulnerable group in the society.

The above findings imply that it will take long time for a homeless policy to do
some effect. As the homelessness has been caused by complex problems, the home-
less policies also have to be multi-dimensional and long-term.
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