Developing and Encouraging Intergovernmental Cooperation through Regional Councils

ABSTRACT

More and more cooperation between local governments is needed with increasing
disparities between local government jurisdictions and socioeconomic activities. Under
local autonomy, local government tends to make a fragmented decision which leads to
inefficient local solutions contrary to the argument of the Tiebout Theory. To solve this
problem, the Nationa Government should take charge of encouraging regiona
cooperation and building regional trust. This paper proposes that national government
can achieve these goals with the establishment of regional council which reviews and
coordinates national government financial assistance and direct development grant
program. Regional council uses an inclusive decision-makeing process that resolves
conflicts and encourages trust between local governments in the region.
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