Change of Norms and its Implications on Funeral Policy in Seoul

*

ABSTRACT
Kim, Kyung-Hye

Owing to the funeral custom of burying bodies, this society has encountered
shortage of usable land and deteriorated landscape by many un-cared tombs
all over the country. Given conditions of the City of Seoul, It is necessary to
direct the funeral policy towards cremation restraining burying bodies. Since
burying ancestors’ bodies and caring their tombs are considered as
descendants' duty and an expression of filial piety in this society, a
fundamental reform of funeral customs can be resulted only from a change of
this social norm. This study reviews the change of funeral norms and
behaviors and draws its implications for better strategies to encourage
cremation in Seoul. It is found that people accept cremation as an alternative
in a normative sense, however, this norm is not practiced in a real situation.
The role of the public sector is developing effective strategies to extend this
normative change to the behavioral change.
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