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(Abstract)



The Policy Suggestions to Promote u-Healthcare
Industry in Seoul

Dal Ho Cho - Bum Sik Kim - Hosun Yoo

The u-Healthcare industry is an intersection of IT and medical industry. The industry is
known to be promising for more than a decade especially, in Korea because it has a well-built
IT infrastructure and a wide customer base familiar to IT. The industry seems to begin
blooming worldwide. We look over what the oversees companies do in u-Healthcare industry

and what foreign governments do to promote the businesses.

We made three examinations to capture the reality of u-Healthcare industry in Seoul. First,
we conducted a statistical analysis. Then, we surveyed businesses with questionnaires. Finally,

we conducted in-depth interviews with the core firms.

Seoul has a potential in u-Health business in Korea, especially in the solution and software
business. However, to our surprise, Seoul has only about 50 companies in u-Healthcare
businesses. So we investigated the problems thoroughly which caused the delay of prospering
of u-Healthcare industry. One of the main problems is the medical law and inexpensive

medical insurance.

We suggested a set policies for the central government of Korea and Seoul city
government to foster u-Wellness area intensely instead of u-Medical area on the behalf of
entire u-Healthcare businesses. u-Wellness is the only area where money making is possible
in private sector under the current law and regulations. We also made some policy

recommendations for u-Silver and R&D area.
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